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Economic Issues 

Our local economy is much greater than the Harbor Blvd Grove District Anaheim Resort.  Our city relies 

on the resort district for 25% of the general fund revenues, yet if anything, 2020 has clearly shown the 

underlying risks that happen when we lose the sales and bed taxes of tourism & hospitality as we have 

from Covid-19. 

According to the Garden Grove Finance Director, we are facing a budget deficit of between $5.2 – $14.5 

million for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

Garden Grove has a rich diversity of small businesses, mom and pop, and ethnic offerings.  The true 

backbone of a city is the small businesses within.   So how do we build upon this and lessen our reliance 

on big projects? 

Beyond the current Covid-19 small business programs, is the need to fill our large number of vacant 

storefronts.  Working in cooperation with property owners and leasing agents, one effective and proven 

way is to invite start-ups and entrepreneurs to a monthly tour of what is available in our community and 

the resources available to them. 

However, we can go further to show potential new businesses, that we want them to succeed.  By 

introducing the 1,000,000 cups program into our business community.  This highly successful program 

creates a unique bond between businesses, that encourages mentoring, team building beyond typical 

networking and community partnerships.  Additional program information is available at 

https://www.1millioncups.com  

Every area of our city needs attention, West, East, and Central Garden Grove communities and 

neighborhoods.  New and expanded businesses bring new opportunities for shopping, dining, and 

entertainment.  A growing vibrant community brings with it strong neighborhoods and strengthens 

community pride.  I will work hard for you to implement real solutions while ensuring fiscal responsibility 

giving equal attention to every district and neighborhood in our city. 

We need to reprioritize and start listening to what you the residents in our districts are asking for, what 

you want.  We have dozens upon dozens of vacant storefronts and retail locations, each providing the 

opportunity for a new business to serve our neighborhoods, and increase tax revenues. 

Safe Neighborhoods 

Equally tied to a growing and prosperous community, is the need to firmly address rising crime and 

decline.  I’ve had the great opportunity to not just talk to, but listen to so many residents these past few 

https://www.1millioncups.com/
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months.  The message I’m hearing is that they feel ignored by our current leadership.  Every week I read 

a dozen posts on social media regarding vehicle thefts and break-ins, robberies, and suspected criminal 

activity. 

Unfortunately, thanks to Sacramento, our police officers' hands are tied.  Criminals are routinely released 

soon after arrest, and penalties have been reduced resulting in a turnstile effect.  But there is hope, in the 

form of awareness and prevention.  When criminal elements feel watched, monitored, and unwelcome 

they usually leave for easier areas with less attention.  Everyone can agree, our police cannot be 

everywhere all the time.  And even with recent new hires, we continue to be understaffed. 

So how do we address this problem, especially with constrained budgets due to revenue losses?  The 

answer is one that communities and police departments across the country are successfully 

implementing, without great expense.  The value is a benefit in service hours and crime reduction. 

This successful program is called VIP’s, or Volunteers in Police Service.  In short, it frees up patrol officers 

by greatly increasing the eyes and ears in our community.  This is not the widely known neighborhood 

watch program, nor is it roaming groups of vigilantes out to harass innocent people. 

It creates visible presents in our neighborhoods, deters criminal elements by observing, reporting, and 

documenting crimes and suspicious persons, and gives our residents and neighborhoods additional peace 

of mind while increasing the eyes and ears of our officers within our neighborhoods. 

Additional information and documentation regarding this program are available for download and viewing 

at: 

 https://www.theiacp.org/resources/document/vips-focus-series 

 

Accountability and Transparency 

Our city not only has a revenue problem, but it also has spending, rebate, and giveaway problems.  The 

2020/2021 financial outlook for our city, according to the city finance director, is not good.  We have a 

potential $14.5 Million deficit due to the loss of revenues from the hotels and tourism.  Yet before the 

2020 Covid-19 pandemic, our city leadership approved multiple agreements and contracts with 

developers that included 15-20 year rebates of the TOT or bed tax, of 20-50%.  And newer agreements 

also included a 15-20 year rebate of 25-50% rebate of the sales taxes generated by these developments. 

In Mayor Jones's own words, he spearheaded these developments and subsequent agreements, approved 

by the city council including Council Member Bui. 

Incentives are a useful tool in attracting and negotiating agreements with developers.  But these past and 

current agreements are an insult to tax-paying residents, especially considering the 1% sales tax increase 

from Measure O that was passed after a campaign blitz by the city and its allies proclaiming dire 

consequences if it was to fail winning voter approval. 

During the 2018 election, which included the Measure O proposition, I proposed an alternative that would 

have created close to the same revenue outcomes but did not require a tax increase on residents and 

businesses.  Of course, it would have been equally impacted by the Covid-19 closures which unfortunately 

https://www.theiacp.org/resources/document/vips-focus-series
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could not have been predicted, nor the continued power play by Governor Newsome to destroy our local 

economy. 

Yet during the 2018 election, Mayor Jones would not debate the two proposals or even request an outline 

of my proposal for discussion. 

 

City programs for Youth, Sports, and Homelessness  

It’s an obvious question, you need and we as a community need more green spaces, clean parks, and 

facilities for youth and family enjoyment.  One step is requiring future developments to include public 

green spaces.  Renovating and expanding current facilities with increased lighting and video surveillance. 

What about the growing homeless issue?  There’s no simple solution and the courts have mandated 

requirements and steps.  But besides our great SRT team, what else have our leaders been doing?  Many 

of the homeless have addictions or mental illness issues that must be addressed. We have Veterans and 

families living on the streets or in their cars. 

The City of Stanton recently, in alliance with the courts, county, and partner cities has managed to make 

a remarkable improvement, including opening two new homeless shelters or transitional housing.  So why 

wasn’t the city of Garden Grove one of the partner cities? 

Residents are affected by crime, trash, and vandalism.  The homeless are people who need help, outreach 

and for those who accept it, a helping hand to a second chance.  In Garden Grove, we have compassion 

but uncontrolled homelessness hurts both residents and the homeless.  Firstly we need a new city 

commission of civic leaders and residents to review solutions, restrictions, and requirements, and to work 

directly with outside agencies and organizations to combat homelessness and implement real solutions 

that benefit everyone.  It is completely unacceptable that we have Veterans and families living in their 

vehicles or on the streets. 

 

We have a spending problem 

Remember the $86,000 our leaders including Mayor Jones and Councilmember Bui spent on a parking 

study?  It was flawed from the beginning and included parking on private property, didn’t fully take into 

consideration how parking would work if more than one event was scheduled for the same day in the 

downtown area. 

In October 2017 the council approved again spending unnecessary funds on another survey to gauge how 

well the residents thought the city and leaders were doing.  In this failed survey that proudly declared ¾ 

of all residents approved of the job city hall and leaders were doing, the sample group that was contacted 

by telephone was limited to 400 residents.  When in reality that whopping ¾ of residents surveyed should 

have been 44,750 to make that statement true.  Interestingly in that same survey, 36% of the 400 surveyed 

responded giving our city council a fair to poor rating.  Controlling spending must begin with an 

independent audit of the budget, every department, and reviewing current and past contracts and 

agreements.  Even potentially looking into select services that could be more effective and fiscally 

appropriate if outsourced, such as code enforcement and parking enforcement.  
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Final thoughts 

The problem is the current leadership not only puts everything into tourism but that they lack the out of 

the box vision to want to turn their attention to our neighborhood needs.  Mayor Jones has served on the 

city council for 13 years, Phat Bui for 6.  Both have voted yes on big projects and spending, while our 

neighborhood communities have suffered. 

Dollar for dollar, thriving small businesses produce more tax revenues for a city than big-box retailers, and 

they tend to have a strong vested interest and greater participation in the community around them. 

I think everyone can agree our city leaders are spending too much time, money, and resources on the 

Anaheim Grove Resort District at the expense of our resident's needs for local shopping, dining, etc. 

The most important part is for leadership that truly listens, to what the residents and community need 

and want.  Now it's full speed ahead to the finish line to represent ALL residents of Garden Grove and 

reset business as usual at City Hall.   

*Fiscal accountability 

*Full transparency 

*Prioritize making our neighborhoods safer 

*Tackle the rising crime rates 

*Expand solutions for the homeless crisis in our City 

*Support our mom and pop/family businesses 

*Encourage new businesses throughout our City 

We need to create and retain jobs and help fill the many commercial vacancies, which will in turn 

strengthens our community livability while boosting much-needed revenues. 

It is time for fresh leadership and ideas at City Hall to address the issues, have the difficult discussions, 

and truly listen to what our residents are saying.  An elected official works for the residents, not special 

interests or campaign donors. 

As your Mayor of Garden Grove, I will work for and represent you, the residents, ensure every voice is 

heard and issues addressed in a competent and timely manner.  I will work with our council and city staff 

to help open up our businesses as we reach new tiers, and I am willing to confront our Governor when he 

is taking actions that run contrary to restarting our economy and protecting our neighborhoods. 


